
Questions 

 

1) Yes/No questions - Are you from Germany? 

We always use the short answer, not only "Yes" or "No". This sounds rude.  

NOTE: If the answer is "Yes", we always use the long form.  
Example: Yes, I am. 

If the answer is "No", we either use the long or the contracted form (short form). 
Example: No, I am not - No, I'm not. 

 

2) Wh- Questions = Questions with question words  

Where are you from? I’m from Dublin 

question word function example sentence 

what asking for information about something What is your name? 

what...for asking for a reason, asking why What did you do that for? 

when asking about time When did he leave? 

where asking in or at what place or position Where do they live? 

which asking about choice Which colour do you want? 

who asking what or which person or people (subj.) Who opened the door? 

whom asking what or which person or people (object) Whom did you see? 

whose asking about ownership Whose are these keys? 

why asking for reason, asking what...for Why do you say that? 

why don't making a suggestion Why don't I help you? 

asking about manner How does this work? 
how 

asking about condition or quality How was your exam? 

how + adj/adv asking about extent or degree see examples below 

how far distance How far is Pattaya from Bangkok? 

how long  length (time or space) How long will it take? 

how often  frequency How often do you play tennis? 

how many/much  quantity (uncountable) How much money do you have? 

how old  age How old are you? 

how come (informal)  asking for reason, asking why How come I can't see her? 

 

 

3) Object question 

Who does Mary like? She likes Pete. 

 



4) Subject question 

Who loves Pete? Mary does. Mary loves him 

NOTE! 

Subject question Object question 

Who phoned John? Who did John phone? 

Answer: 
Peggy phoned John. 

Answer: 
John phoned Peggy. 

 

 

5) Question with prepositions 

What do you cut meat with? I do it with this special knife. 

 

6) Reported questions 

Well in reported speech or indirect questions, the word order does not change. We don’t put the 
verb to be before the subject or use an auxiliary to form a question, as in a normal question: 

What are you doing at the weekend? 
I asked her what she was doing at the weekend.  
 

 

 

 

 


